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“Step Forward” at William Morris 

Students complete 15 hours of timetabled

lessons and also have access to additional

support as required and their own study

space. These hours are made up of choices

taken from the below courses. 

A flexible approach to the

curriculum: 
We take a bespoke approach to curriculum

planning based on the students needs which

allows students to mix and match Level 1 and

Level 2 qualifications. This allows for optimum

opportunities for success and inclusion into

our student body. Typically students will spend

two years with us and leave with a mix of

level 1 and level 2 qualifications ready to

move on to Level 3 or Apprenticeships. 

Who is it for? 
This exciting new programme is aimed at

young people who have not yet gained

Level 2 qualifications and have a diagnosed

need, which requires identified support. It is

aimed at students who have the potential to

gain Level 2 qualifications but need a

springboard to this by completing some

Level 1 courses. 

Types of SEND need we can

support on the programme: 
Our Step Forward programme is suitable for

students that can navigate studying within a

mainstream setting whilst still enjoying the

benefits of a dedicated nurture environment.

Our Inclusion team are adept at supporting

students with a wide range of additional

SEND profiles including for example:

neurodiverse needs, speech and language,

cognition and learning, SEMH. All SEND

support sits alongside teaching and 

learning practice which is informed by

Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction. 
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Support & Provision 
In addition to the curriculum offer delivered by the subject specialist teachers our step

forward students receive support from LSAs both in lessons and within the nurture

environment, includes access to: 

Students without an EHCP but with

identified additional needs are also

supported in our nurture environment by

our dedicated coordinator who meets

students regularly and can advocate for

their needs. Students are invited to a

smaller transition event before the

Summer holidays which allows them to    

Support for all Students with 
Identified Needs 

Students can access a comprehensive

offer of support beyond the classroom

which includes, referrals for neurodiverse

coaching, ELSA, talking therapy,

counselling, and wider enrichment and

preparing for adult life. 

All students with an EHCP have a named

key person who supports them to settle

into their new learning environment and

navigate the demands of transition to a

new setting. The named keyperson will

meet regularly with their student to

support with managing deadlines,

subject revision, personal wellbeing and

preparing for adult life.

be familiar with the college and spend

time with other students who are also

preparing to the begin their studies at

William Morris Sixth Form. Students are

supported to ensure that they have the

correct access arrangements to ensure

that they can achieve their best in their

exams and within their learning as part of

their ‘normal way of working’. 

Breakfast club in our nurture environment to support a soft start for

students to begin their day

A supervised study area within our inclusion environment which is

supervised throughout the learning day to allow for a safe and

quiet learning environment for private study or interventions,

meetings with key named staff member

A dedicated space for students to access a safe social environment

where they participate in enrichment activities (eg. cooking,

crafting, games such as chess, Uno...).



Identification & Assessment 
If a student believes they have an additional need and does not have an existing EHCP,

this programme may not be suitable for them. However, we will support the student to

ensure their needs are appropriately identified and assessed. We do this by:

Ensuring our teaching staff has regular training on the SEND Code of

Practice and strategies to close gaps and ensure all students achieve

their potential 

Providing access to an HLTA who has whole Sixth Form responsibility for

supporting students who have SEND needs but do not have an EHCP 

Providing access to HLTA who has whole Sixth Form responsibility for

identifying exam access needs and actioning access arrangements for

exams and assessments 

Our Staff - Rosenshine
All of our teachers have been trained to design lessons using Rosenshine’s Principles of

Instruction. As a result, we are confident that the lessons delivered at WMSF provide

students with a consistently good experience. This also makes our students feel

comfortable because they know exactly what to expect when they arrive at their

classrooms. Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction support all learners to acquire new

knowledge and grow in confidence. Information is chunked so that students never feel

overloaded or overwhelmed. Teachers allow students to learn new information in small

steps before checking their understanding. Teachers will not move on until students are

ready. 

All teachers at WMSF provide students with opportunities to practice answering

questions and producing answers with the support of their teachers and through the

use of scaffolds before moving on to independent practice. 

Working with Parents and Carers 
All of our students have an Academic Supervisor who is the first point of contact within the

Sixth Form, and has regular one-to-one meetings with students to ensure their needs are

being met. For students who have an EHCP their Academic Supervisor is a member of the

inclusion team, typically an LSA, who has a full understanding of their needs as their case

worker. They will work closely with the student, teachers and parents/carers to ensure the

students’ needs are well met. Our SENCO is also available for parents and carers to

contact to discuss any concerns or needs regarding students. 



Adult Services 

Adult MH Services 

CAMHS 

Children’s Services 

Educational Psychologists

Kooth  

Local Authorities 

MIND 

Resilience 

SASH 

Students review their learning at the start of every lesson as well as completing weekly

and monthly reviews. This helps to make knowledge stick and make memorising

information much easier. 

Working with external agencies 

We work closely with external agencies to ensure our students needs are met. The list
below outlines some of the services we work with, but it is not exhaustive as we will
engage the services of other external agencies, dependent on students’ individual
needs. 

Progression 
Level 1 students on mixed programmes will ‘step forward’ either into Level 2, fully doing

slightly more challenging GCSEs to build up their Level 2 portfolio or, depending on their

Maths and English results, straight into Level 3. Typically, a related Level 3 BTEC or mixed

programme to the options they chose at Level 1. 



How to secure a place 

Contact our SENCO 

Parents/Carers of students with an EHCP will need to follow
these steps:

These steps are necessary in order to secure a place.

If you have any questions regarding our provision for SEND students that are not

covered here, please contact our SENCO, Aoife McCafferty via email

amccafferty@wmsf.ac.uk 

Complaints regarding SEND should be made initially to our Principal’s PA, Andrew

Merriman, via amerriman@wmsf.ac.uk 

1.Ask your Local Authority EHCP coordinator to follow the statutory

consultation process with WMSF

2.Complete an online application (via our website www.wmsf.ac.uk)

3.When the above-mentioned consultation process is complete, your

child will be invited to a meeting at WMSF to discuss their needs

Further information

Other useful links

mailto:amccafferty@wmsf.ac.uk
mailto:amerriman@wmsf.ac.uk
mailto:amerriman@wmsf.ac.uk
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